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Harford County Public Schools Awarded More than $2.3 Million to Expand
Prekindergarten Access
New funding supports 160 additional PreK slots

Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) is proud to announce it has been awarded $2,315,680
through the Maryland State Pre-K Expansion Grant Program. The funding, approved by the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), must be used to create 160 new prekindergarten
slots for the 2025-2026 school year, expanding early learning access for families across Harford
County.

“Early learning is the bedrock to a successful education journey,” said Harford County Public
Schools Superintendent Dr. Sean Bulson. “With this grant, we will be able to significantly expand
upon opportunities for Harford County’s littlest learners, while meeting the requirements set forth in
the Blueprint for Maryland’s Education in a time of tightening local budgets.”

In total, the grant also funds more than 20 new positions that will serve Pre-K programs throughout
Harford County. HCPS will begin the hiring process for these positions immediately, and the
positions are expected to be filled by July 1, 2025, as required by the grant.

This expansion will allow HCPS to accept a significant number of additional full day Pre-K students.
Families with eligible 4-year-olds are encouraged to apply at hcps.org for the 2025-2026 school year
as soon as possible. A step-by-step video guide is available online to assist families with the
application process. Applications are only accepted online, and income verification is required. It is
important to note that state law requires all prekindergarten education be conducted in person. Swan
Creek School does not offer Pre-K services.

This grant funding will ultimately transition to Blueprint Formula funding in accordance with
statewide education reform efforts.
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